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of minorities, especially when those minorities are weak or unrepresented*
At the time of introducing the Transvaal Municipal Ordinance,
Sir Richard Solomon cited the instance of the Coloured people having
rejected the Pass Law. That law, so far as I am aware, has never been
enforced against them.
What of the numerous interviews the leaders of the Indian community have
had with General Smuts? Gould you come to no friendly understanding?
There have not been numerous interviews, so far as I am aware.
I only know of one1, but I do know that he has repeatedly rejected
all advances from British Indians. It is perfectly true that each time
an approach has been made it has been with a view to a repeal of the
Asiatic Act. There can be no other course possible for Indians who
believe in God, and who are bound by their solemn declaration taken
after having had everything placed before them.
THE WAY OUT
Is there no honourable way out of the present difficulty?
Yes, Indians have always offered to fulfil the essential object of
the Act, viz., to give every facility to the Government for complete '
identification of British Indians entitled to remain in the Colony. This
could have been done voluntarily under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance. Now that that Ordinance is virtually repealed, and must
be totally repealed if the Asiatic Act is also repealed, the only practical
way out of the difficulty is to amend, during the next session of Parliament,
the Immigration Restriction Act, so as to embody the necessary clauses
for identification, regard being had to the statements always made
by the Indian community with reference to minors under 16, and with
reference to those who can pass the education test under the Act, which
is severe enough.
Asked to elaborate his proposal, Mr. Gandhi said the Immigration Restriction
Act, which contains the drastic power of deportation under the hand of the Minister,
is ample for every purpose. Let the Asiatic Law Amendment Act of 1907 be entirely
withdrawn, and the Immigration Restriction Act be slightly amended so that every
Asiatic would become a "prohibited immigrant". That was to say, he would then
have to prove that he was entitled to remain in the Colony. If he could produce his
certificate issued to him under the Peace Preservation Ordinance, or under Law 3 of
1885, he would be given a certificate of domicile, which would take the place of his
former certificate, and other documents at present held, and this new certificate of
domicile should contain ample proofs of the identity of the holder. Children under
the age of 16 should not be required to take out certificates of domicile, but a complete
enumeration of such children would be detailed, together with their names, on the
certificates of domicile issued to their parents and guardians. The Immigration Act
* Vide Vol. VI, pp. 416-7.